
Lab 3

LitterfallLabDirections

Materials for lab analysis of litterfall

1. Samples collected from each tub
2. Top loader balances
3. Weighing dishes (aluminum pie

pans)
4. "Litterfall Collection" form
5. Tweezers or forceps
6. Tally counter (optional, for

samples with over 50 leaves per
tub)

Lab Procedures for Litterfall

1. Keep and process the contents of
each litterfall tub. Be careful not
to break leaves when transporting
or processing.

2. Using an oven, dry samples for at
least 48 hours at 60°C. Dry the
samples in the same paper bags
that were used to collect the
samples from the field. Remove
bags from oven and place them
in a large plastic bag or in
desiccators to cool.

3. Store samples in sealed plastic
bags until ready to process.
Samples can regain air moisture
within an hour, so keep
unprocessed samples sealed
when not in use.

4. When you are ready to sort a
sample, select the bag(s) for the
contents of one litterfall tub.

5. Record the collection date and
location on the "Litterfall
Collection (Lab)" form.
"Collection by" is the person
who gathered the sample in the
field. "Lab work by" refers to the
person who is sorting the
material in the lab.

6. Locate, on your form, the row
that matches your sample (A, B,
C etc.).

7. Do not lose anything. Be gentle.
Do not break any leaf, twig, or
other plant piece.

8. Turn your balance on.
9. Check that your balance is

measuring in grams.
10. Calibrate your balance.
11. Gently pour everything out of the

bag into one pan. Remove any




